
President’s Message   With the summer of 2012 residents of Dunnottar have been confronted with a decision that 

will echo long into the future, and forever change the cultural essence of the community.  The current pump-out system is 

effective, efficient and helps preserve the rustic cottage lifestyle.  Generations of residents are concerned with what Mayor, 

Council and a group of residents are prepared to give up for the sake of ‘city like’ amenities.  Over the next few weeks  

I personally implore you to reflect on why you and your family chose to reside in Dunnottar, what makes this community 

special, and how irreplaceable it truly is.  Please make every effort to vote ‘No’ at the upcoming sewer referendum. 

                            - Robert (Bob) Haip 

1. Vote ‘No’ At The Sewer Referendum 

In late May just days in advance of the scheduled Public Hearing, Council resolved to hold a referendum on the proposed sewer system.   

The referendum will occur in conjunction with the July municipal by-election in Dunnottar.  If 51% of residents vote ‘No’, Council states they 

will stop their pursuit of the planned low pressure sewer system.  Objection letters, emails, phone calls or any other document provided to 

Council will not count as a vote against sewers.  Only official sewer referendum ballots will determine the outcome of the referendum! 

It is imperative that residents vote ‘No’ to the sewer at the municipal by-election. 

Council will go forward with sewers if a majority of residents do 

not vote ‘No’. 
 

Dunnottar Community Club in Matlock 

Saturday, July 7, 2012 and Friday, July 20, 2012 

8:00 am to 8:00 pm  
 
 

If you cannot attend in person mail in ballots are available.   

Contact Senior Elections Official David Lobban by phone 204-389-4980 or email dunnvoting@mymts.net  

David Lobban can also confirm you are on the voters list and eligible to vote on the sewer referendum. 

What you need to do to Stop Council’s Pursuit of Costly, Environmentally Unfriendly and Unnecessary Sewers 

2. Continue to Send Objection Letters to Council 

If a majority of residents do not vote ’No’ at the referendum; to stop the sewer Council must receive letters of objection from 2/3rd of property 

owners before the Public Hearing on Friday, August 11, 2012, 10:30 am at the Matlock Recreation Centre.  The Dunnottar Ratepayers 

Association estimates property owners need to provide 300 more objection letters to Council to stop the sewer.  (832 received to date) 

It is imperative that residents continue sending Objection Letters to Council 
 

Acceptable objection letters are available on our website www.dunnottarratepayers.ca 

3. Send Your Objection Letter to the Municipal Board 

If a majority do not vote ’No’ at the referendum; and Council does not receive letters of objection from 2/3 of property owners; last  

recourse will be to send objection letters to the Manitoba Municipal Board.  It is imperative that the Municipal Board hear how the costly, 

environmentally unfriendly and unnecessary sewer will ‘personally’ affect you, your family, and continued residence in Dunnottar.  
 

 

After August 11, 2012 all residents must   Gail Anderson, Municipal Services Officer 

send an objection letter to:   Manitoba Municipal Finance and Advisory Services 

      508 - 800 Portage Ave, Winnipeg, MB, R3G 0N4    

      Phone: 204-945-8807  Email:  Gail.Anderson@gov.mb.ca   
 

Janice Thevenot, CAO of Dunnottar has confirmed Council WILL NOT FORWARD any letters of objection they have received to the 

Municipal Board.   Mayor and Council intend to provide the Municipal Board with a summarized report only. 



Dunnottar Ratepayers Association Website:  www.dunottarratepayers.ca   

If you have not done so already please make an effort to review the factual information posted on our website.  Please also be sure to watch 

our 24 minute video identifying legitimate concerns with the low pressure sewer system.   

Property Values   

Recently realtor Becky Parkes (Royal Le Page Dynamic Real Estate) provided opinion that sewer upgrades will greatly increase the market 

value of properties in Dunnottar.  Mayor, Council and others in the community have made similar comment.  In attempt to substantiate the 

claim, the Dunnottar Ratepayers Association conducted a review of property values between Dunnottar and Winnipeg Beach.  (Winnipeg 

Beach has had a low pressure sewer system since the mid 1980’s.)  Analysis of 11 years of factual MLS data (1129 residential property 

sales) does not appear to support Becky’s ‘personal’ opinion.  Analysis of MLS data demonstrates Winnipeg Beach property values sell on 

average for $8,542 less than properties in Dunnottar.  If sewers have an influence on communities with mix of seasonal and permanent 

residents, why the disparity?  Perhaps it’s because of Dunnottar’s undeveloped nature and unique ‘rustic cottage’ community lifestyle. 

Cost of the Sewer 

Mayor, Council and others in the community state the cost of the sewer is $10,205,651.  To pay for the sewer, Mayor and Council intend to 

pile $8,005,651 of debt on property owners.  In addition to ‘on-lot’ costs, through a formula of taxation residents will incur a fixed payment of 

$592.51 added to their tax bill for the next 20 years.  It is suggested that after 20 years the community will own the sewer, no further costs 

will be incurred, and the transfer of sewage to the lagoons is “essentially free”.   For this reason Mayor and Council believe it is a more cost 

effective solution than the current pump-out system.  This is an unfair comparison and incorrect belief.  To be fair, the cost quoted for the 

pump-out system is the ‘total cost’ residents pay (without incurring debt) for the service received.   
 

                                             The sewer cost and debenture quoted by Council excludes costs to operate, maintain and repair. 
 

Communication from Council on this point has been sparse, accompanied by suggestion that costs are negligible and the sewer will never 

need repair.  In 2006 Mayor and Council’s own sewage advisory committee headed by Robin Mather discounted a low pressure sewer 

system due to the “high cost to operate and maintain”.  Documents obtained from the United States EPA estimate the cost to resident to 

maintain and operate their on-lot components (septic, pump, hydro, etc.) of a low pressure sewer system are between $122 to $245 per 

year.  Other communities with low pressure sewer systems report annual inspection fees ($115) and annual user fees ($302). 
 

At the June 20, 2012 Regular Meeting of Council, CAO Janice Thevenot stated Powerview/Pinefalls had problems with their low pressure 

sewer system due to inadequate contracts for maintenance and service.  When questioned about Dunottar’s plan, Mayor and Council stated 

they intend to raise a reserve of $10,000 per year through taxes.   In the event the amount is insufficient Mayor Gamble conceded additional 

amounts would be raised through further taxation.  Mayor Gable further commented that repair and maintenance costs would likely occur 

“after we’re all gone”, suggesting sometime after Mayor and Council’s current term. 

Relevant and Timely Articles Providing Additional Perspective: 
 

The suburbanization of Falcon Lake, (Winnipeg Free Press, June 16, 2012) - Development has changed the lake experience 

Beach can’t afford $20 mil to hook up to Gimli,  (Interlake Enterprise, April 05, 2012) - Dunnottar considering taking more sewage 

Gimil users would pay $90/year for sewer replacement - (Interlake Enterprise, January 18, 2012) - Sewer lines need to be replaced 

Lynne Guicheret Opposes the Low Pressure Sewer System 

There are two people running for the position of Councilor at the upcoming by-election.  Lynne Guicheret is the only candidate opposing the 

low pressure sewer system.  She also strongly advocates for transparency and accountability from Council.  


