
President’s Message  The Dunnottar Ratepayers Association was wakened in 2011 by Dunnottar Council’s 

renewed pursuit of a costly, unnecessary and environmentally unfriendly sewer.  Since being roused from peaceful 

slumber, a dedicated group of volunteer members has mobilized to raise ratepayer concerns regarding the ‘Low Pressure 

Sewer System’ with government officials, Dunnottar Council, and residents.  Through pooling of personal time and 

resources we are successfully raising awareness of the association and importantly the concerns of ratepayers.   

It is my hope that this newsletter finds you well, and that you find the information about our activities to date informative.  I 

further hope you will see that although communication has been light, we have heard your concerns, breathed new life into the association, 

and have been actively working to stop Council’s pursuit of a costly sewer system.  On Saturday June 2nd at 10:30 am, Council intends to 

hold first reading of the local improvement borrowing by-law at the Matlock Recreation Centre.  I invite you to join me at the Matlock 

Recreation Centre earlier that morning to rally against Council and their ill-conceived plan.   - Robert (Bob) Haip 

Concerns to Council and Government 

In the summer and fall of 2011, due to a lack of information 

letters were sent to Mayor Richard Gamble and Council seeking 

answers to the following questions: 

• Why are the results of the 2006 sewer referendum seen by Council 

as support by residents for a sewer in 2011/12? 
 

• Why is council pursuing a costly sewer with little provincial funding 

and no federal government support? 
 

• In light of a major design change, costly connection fees, outdated 

referendum, lack of funding, tepid outdated referendum results, and 

no proof that a sewer will help Lake Winnipeg, why is Council 

pursuing a sewer system? 

Letters of concern were also sent to James Bezan MP Selkirk-

Interlake; Hon. Peter Bjornson MLA Gimli; Linda McFadyen 

Manitoba Water Services Board. 

In a letter dated November 8, 2011 reply was received from J. M. 

Thevenot, Chief Administrative Officer Village of Dunnottar 

stating that information about the sewer was forthcoming.  

Regarding the question of the 2006 referendum, a puzzling reply 

was received simply stating that “The results of the referendum 

(in 2006) indicated the residents did support the installation of a 

sewer system.”    

Dunnottar Ratepayers Association: Sewer Survey 2011 

Puzzled by response received from Council, the Dunnottar Ratepayers 

Association in October 2011 conducted a survey to gauge current 

support for Council’s low pressure sewer system. 

Surveys were provided to 160 ratepayers by way of Canada Post mail 

and direct personal contact.  In addition to providing name, address, 

and signature, respondents were asked to indicate if they were 

‘For’ or ‘Against’ the low pressure sewer system. 

Astonishingly we received responses from 130 people or 81%.   

Of those who responded 77.5% indicated they were against sewers.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Although the survey did not inquire, 74 people or 57% used the survey 

as an opportunity to voice further concern about the sewer, and their 

discontent with Council.  Concerns can be categorized as follows: 

• Cost of sewers will force fixed income seniors and residents out of the 

community 

• Sewers will lead to increased development in Dunnottar 

• Sewers will do nothing to improve the environment and will have a further 

negative impact on Lake Winnipeg  

 

Survey results although shared with Council have been dismissed. 

Stop Costly Sewer Sign Campaign 

On May 5th we launched a sign campaign . 

Signs are professionally printed and available 

at low cost.  Signs can be ordered from our 

website ww.dunnottarratepayers.ca or by emailing the 

association direct at info@dunnottarratepayers.ca 

We Launched Our New Website  The site has lots of information 

and includes a ’must watch’ 25 minute video outlining why property 

owners should object to the sewer:  www.dunnottarratepayers.ca  

Did You See Us in the News?  

‘Sewer Plans Stink’, - Selkirk Record, May 3, 2012  

‘Opposition to Sewer System’ - Interlake Enterprise, May 10, 2012 

Objection Letters  It is imperative that you send an objection 

letter to Council.  If objections are not received from 2/3rds of 

property owners by June 2nd, Council will proceed with the 

borrowing by-law.  Property owners will be saddled with 

significant on-lot costs, and 20 years of debt repayment.  

Objection letters are available at: www.dunnottarratepayers.ca 


